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Abstract: It has been alleged that the demands of friendship conflict with 
the norms of epistemology – in particular, that there are cases in which the 
moral demands of friendship would require one to give a friend the benefit 
of the doubt, and thereby come to believe something in violation of ordinary 
epistemic standards on justified or responsible belief (Baker 1987, Keller 
2004, Stroud 2006, and Hazlett 2013).   While it appears that moral 
considerations deriving from friendship can put pressure on one to be 
epistemically partial to one’s friends, I argue that appearances are 
deceiving.  The burden of this paper is to defend this contention and to 
explain these appearances away.   

 
Sanford C. Goldberg is Professor and Chair of the Philosophy Department at 
Northwestern University. He works on topics at the intersection of epistemology, 
philosophy of mind, and philosophy of language. He is author of Anti-
Individualism (CUP, 2007), Relying on Others (OUP, 2010), and numerous 
articles on such topics as disagreement, testimony, reliabilism, metaepistemology, 
the semantics of speech reports, reference, self-knowledge, and attitude 
externalism. 
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