
   

Sponsored by the Office of the College Head, 
McLaughlin College 

PANELISTS: 

JAMES C. SIMEON, is the Head of McLaughlin College and an Associate Professor in the School of Public Policy and 

Administration (SPPA), Faculty of Liberal Arts and Professional Studies, and a former Director of the SPPA, and a former 
Acting Director and Deputy Director at the Centre for Refugee Studies (CRS), at York University.  His principal areas of 
research include public international law, especially, international refugee law, and public policy and administration. 

 

 

SIMONE BOHN is Associate Professor of Political Science at York University. Her research focuses on political parties in 

South America, gender and politics in Brazil, and the study of political tolerance and attitudes towards corruption in Latin 
America. She is the co-editor of Mothers in Public and Political Life (2017) and 21st Century Feminisms in Latin America and 
the Caribbean (forthcoming). Simone will be arguing for the proposition. 
 

THURSDAY, APRIL 1ST, 2021 from 12:30pm – 2:00pm 
 

        Zoom Webinar link: https://yorku.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_qtOSHVCkRJi2ZEYQ-j3RqA 

 

    

 

 
                                                       

  

For more information email Vicky Carnevale at vcarneva@yorku.ca 

    

 

 
                                                       

  

SYLVIA BASHEVKIN is a Professor in the Department of Political Science at the University of Toronto. Some of her 

scholarly distinctions include fellowship in the Royal Society of Canada, the Canadian Political Science Association Prize in 
International Relations, the Bertha Lutz Prize for highest quality public writing and research on women in diplomacy from 
the International Studies Association, and the Mildred Schwartz Lifetime Achievement Award in Canadian Politics from 
the American Political Science Association and more.  Sylvia will be arguing against the proposition. 

 
 

 

MODERATOR: 

HARRY PEARSE is a Research Associate at the Centre for the Future of Democracy, University of Cambridge, working 

on the strengths, uses and permutations of contemporary deliberative democracy. He is particularly interested in how 
deliberative theory can be brought closer to realist conceptions of politics.  Harry will be arguing for the proposition. 
 
 

 
DENNIS M. PILON is an Associate Professor in the Department of Politics at York. His research focuses on Canadian 

and comparative democratization and he is the author of Wrestling with Democracy: Voting Systems as Politics in the 
Twentieth Century West. Dennis will be arguing against the proposition. 
 

 MILES RAPOPORT has been an advocate for a vibrant and inclusive democracy for 35 years.  He is currently the Senior 

Practice Fellow in American Democracy at the Ash Center for Democratic Governance and Innovation at the Harvard 
Kennedy School, Harvard University. He served as a state legislator and as Secretary of the State of Connecticut, and 
was also President of the progressive policy center Demos, and of Common Cause.  Miles will be arguing for and 
against the proposition. 
 

 
 

 

You are invited to our fourth and final McLaughlin College Union Debate for the academic year that will consider the timely 

and highly relevant topic, that has been the subject of much scholarly and popular discussion and commentary, on the 

future of democracy. 
 

The term “democracy” has many definitions and can be highly contested, but it is commonly defined as “a system of 

government by the whole population or all the members of the state, typically through elected representatives.” (Oxford 

Languages, Google, accessed March 9, 2021) or as “a form of government in which people have the authority to choose 

their governing legislators.” (Democracy, Wikipedia, accessed March 9, 2021) 
 

The future of democracy has preoccupied many academics and researchers over the last few years who have offered 

numerous scholarly journal articles and books, including: Ronald M. Glassman, The Future of Democracy (Springer, 2019); 

Steven Levitsky and Daniel Ziblatt, How Democracies Die (Broadway Books, 2018); Adam Przeworski, Crises of Democracy 

(Cambridge University Press, 2019), Jens David Ohlin, Election Interference: International Law and the Future of Democracy 

(Cambridge University Press, 2020), along with Government and Opposition, Suppl. 50th Anniversary Special Issue, “The 

Future of Democracy,” Vol. 50, Special Issue 3, July 2015; Miguel Goede, “The future of democracy: the end of democracy as 

we know it,” Kybernetes, Vol. 48, No. 10, 2019, pp. 2237-2265. The media has also focussed on this concern. The New 

Yorker, as an example, has a special series on “The Future of Democracy,” https://www.newyorker.com/news/the-future-

of-democracy?verso=true, accessed March 9, 2021) and there is Thomas B. Edsall’s “Democracy is Weakening Right in 

Front of Us,” The New York Times, February 17, 2021 (https://www.nytimes.com/2021/02/17/opinion/digital-

revolution-democracy-fake-news.html, accessed March 9, 2021), along with many other op eds in other newspapers. 
 

The Democracy Index, issued by the Economist Intelligence Unit (EIU), in its annual survey rates the state of democracy 

across 167 countries and last year found that democracy has eroded around the world. Only 23 countries were found to be 

“full democracies” by the EIU. There were 57 countries listed as having authoritarian regimes. Canada is identified as a “full 

democracy” while the US is listed as a “flawed democracy.” (The Economist, Intelligence Unit, Democracy Index 2020, p. 43). 

According to The Economist, the state of the world’s democracies appears to be in decline. 
 

All of this leads us to conclude that the future of democracy is a most worthy topic for our McLaughlin College Union 

Debate on the following resolution, 
    

"Democracy is resilient and will survive, despite the challenges it faces, well into the foreseeable future.” 
 

We have an outstanding international panel of experts to debate this proposition and invite you to join us for what 

should prove to be a most interesting and engaging debate on a subject of great importance. 

 

McLaughlin College Union Debate on the Future of Democracy 

Thursday, April 1st, 2021, 12:30 pm to 2:00 pm 
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